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An Indisputable
Impact

It started on just half of my face. Almost
as if someone had drawn a straight line
down my forehead, nose, lips, and chin,
and then set the left side on fire—an
itchy fire! I didn’t know what it was for
the first few days, and then the tell-tale
spots started showing up on my fore-

arms...poison ivy.

Now I've had poison ivy before—the
worst time was in middle school when I
crashed my bike face-first into a bunch
of it—but every time I get, it’s always
worse than I remember! This time, I fi-

nally wanted to know what causes it
(because yes, I am a nerd with access to
Google). Turns out that the reaction is
caused by an oil called “urushiol” that
covers the leaves, stems, and roots of
poison ivy, poison oak, and sumac.
What's worse is that urushiol can even
remain in dead poison ivy plants and on
tools that have come into contact with
the greasy, nearly invisible oil for years!
And while you can try to wash this oil
off, if you miss the 2-8 hour window or
fail to get all of the oil off, once the oil

has been absorbed into your skin, it’s too

Batesville Christian
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God all our days by
making disciples who
make disciples.
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late. You're now a ticking time bomb as it may take hours or even weeks for the reaction to appear and make you feel like a dog
scratching at fleas. All it takes is just the slightest brush up against one of these leaves, and you're in for some misery for the next two
to three weeks! Say what you want about the devil-plant, but it knows how to have an impact!

Jesus talks about our impact as Christians in Matthew 5 as a part of the Sermon on the Mount. He doesn’t use the image of poison ivy

but of salt and light. “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except

to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under
abowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:13-16, NIV). As Christians, we were made to have an impact!

Now when we read this passage, we think we know what Jesus is saying. At least it’s pretty obvious with the “light” metaphor. Light
brings clarity, dispels darkness, reveals, awakens, and can even be a warning. But when it comes to salt, I think we often miss what
Jesus is really getting at because of how we use salt. We think of salt in terms of flavoring. A little sprinkle here, a little sprinkle there,
and we find a little more flavor and dimension to our food. But in Jesus’ day, salt was something else entirely. It wasn’t just flavoring—
it was essential to life. In the ancient world without freezers or refrigerators, the primary function of salt was to be a preservative; to
stop food from spoiling, you would completely plunge it into big bags or barrels of salt. And this makes our impact so much more pur-
poseful to know that our role not just in adding a little more spice to our world but in taking an active part in preserving it and saving
it! Our message and role as disciples isn’t to simply make the world a little more flavorful, zesty, or exciting. Our message and role as
disciples is to be a Kingdom force in introducing the world to what will save it and preserve it from its own destruction!

So how can you be salt and light to your world around you? The world that you enter into everyday—your work place, your communi-
ty, your neighborhood, your family? To return to the image of poison ivy, if you only had a brief moment to rub off on someone this
week, would they still be feeling the impact weeks later? What impact for Christ will you have?
In Christ,
Bryce

meeting, for their consideration.” If you are not available to partici-

Congregational

pate in this event and have ques-

Meeting

According to our church bylaws,
“The Elders will act as the nominating
committee for all Church offices. Mem-
bers of the congregation desiring to
make recommendations for the office of
Elder, Deacon or Treasurer may submit
the name in writing to the Elders, no

later than one month before the annual

Our annual Congregational
Meeting will be held at 9:45am
on Sunday, December 8, 2019 in
the Worship Center.

tions or concerns, please contact
one of members of the leadership
team prior to the congregational
meeting on December 8.

Nominations for the office of
Elder and Deacon are due to the
elders by November 8, 2019.

You can reach the leadership team at the follow-
ing email address.

elders@batesvillechristianchurch.org



Collection for
Sweet Potatoes

On Sunday, October 13th we will be
taking a special collection for the pur-
chase of canned sweet potatoes, yams,
and pumpkin for the Batesville Area
Ministerial Association’s Food Pantry.
The donation of these specific items
will help make holiday dinners happier
and more bountiful for our neighbors
in need.

Choir Singers
Welcome

Golden Gate Community Choir is a
non-denominational group of people
who love to sing praise of our Lord and
Savior. This year’s Christmas Canta-
ta—Come Let Us Adore—will be pre-
sented on Sunday, December 1st at
7pm at Osgood’s Damm Theater. The
choir is always looking for new mem-
bers. Practices are every Sunday at Os-
good United Methodist Church from 2-
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4pm. If you would like to join and per-
form at this year’s cantata, please contact
Connie at 812-621-7428 or Sharon at 812
-852-4936.

New Church
Sign

Over the course of the month you will
notice the removal and replacement of
our church sign along State Route 46.
‘We are excited to reveal a new look for
our church with the replacement of our
sign and a redesign of our logo!

Celebrating
49 Years

This year, we are celebrating our 49th
year as an established fellowship of be-
lievers. We look forward to continuing
to serve God and the people of Batesville
and we are very excited to celebrate our
50th anniversary next year! Stay tuned
for ways you can help us commemorate
this milestone.

FREE Right Now
Media Access

Did you know you have access to “the
Netflix of Video Bible Studies”? Right
Now Media has a HUGE library of faith

-based videos that you can access
whenever and wherever you want
on your phone, iPad, computer, or
at home on your TV. RightNow
Media has videos for everyone —
kids, youth, parents, married cou-
ples, college students, single adults,
working professionals — all aimed
at helping you grow. Contact the
church office to request an invitation

email for access today!

Christmas
Variety Show

We are having a special Christmas
Variety Show at 6pm on Sunday,
December 8th in the Worship Cen-
ter. We are looking for about 30-45
minutes of entertainment and we
hope to feature YOU and your tal-
ent. It could be a skit, family or solo
singer(s), children presenting the
Christmas story, D-groups entertain-
ing, a Christmas Carol Sing-a-long,
etc. If you would like to participate
as talent, please contact Leacarol
Bennett at §12-932-0101

or Ibennett0749@gmail.com.


mailto:lbennett0749@gmail.com?subject=Christmas%20Variety%20Show

Children’s
Ministry

We have so much coming up in our
Children’s Ministry, I wanted you to
be fully aware of it all.

We have 5 lighthouses set up around
Batesville on Halloween night that will
host carnival games and give away
amazing goody bags filled with infor-
mation about our church and the best
candies. Thank you for all donations. If
youd like to donate candy, please do so

Welcome to
The Family

The BCC family grew by TWO
last month with the birth of Tris-
tan Paul on Friday, September
13th, to Jill and Alex Freese, and
the birth of Eliza Grace
(pictured) on Sunday, September
15th, to Grace & Tyler Oda.
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by October 20th. If you'd still like to
sign up to help with the games, please
email Rachel at
rbond@batesvillechristianchurch.org

The kids did an amazing job of memo-
rizing John 3:16. This month we are
going to follow that up with memoriz-
ing John 14:6. We find fun ways of
memorizing God’s Word so it sticks

and begins to grow.

A new Table Discussion is available for
October. Set this up somewhere in
your house and spend time together
reading the Bible verses and memoriz-
ing the Scripture together. There are
fun discussion questions and a simple
game you can do together too.

Please join us in congratulating
these families on their new addi-
tions! We celebrate by hosting a
diaper shower for both families
throughout the month of October.
Place diapers size 1 and larger in
the bassinets in the church foyer.

While Christmas seems like a long

ways away, we are beginning to make
plans. We will begin learning some
Christmas songs that the kids will sing
on the stage on Sunday, December
15th.

We also have a Parents’ Night Out
event planned for Friday, December
13th. More information will be coming,
but save the date.
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Middle School
Girls” D-Group

All girls in grades 6-8 are invited to join
D-Group Leaders Rachel Bond and
Jennifer Black for a new semester of
bible study, fellowship, and activities.
This semester the group will be reading
Max Lucado’s You Were Made to
Make A Difference. The Middle
School Girls’ D-Group meeting sched-

ule is below. All meetings take place
one Sunday per month in Fellowship
Hall from 12:30-2pm.

For more information, please contact
Rachel Bond at
rbond@batesvillchristianchurch. org.

Sunday, October 20th
12:30-2pm
Fellowship Hall

Sunday, November 17th
12:30-2pm
Fellowship Hall

Sunday, December 8th
12:30-2pm
Fellowship Hall
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Youth &

Discipleship Ministry

Family Hayride
& Bonfire

Bob & Midge Andrews have organized a
fun family hayride and bonfire (with
s’mores, of course!) at Mahoning Valley
Christian Service Camp beginning at 4
PM on Saturday, October 26th. All are
welcome to attend. Please RSVP with
the church office by Monday, October
21

Youth Lock-In at
The Web

All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to an
all-night lock-in at The Web in Cincin-
nati starting November 15th through
7am on Saturday, November 16th. For
$30 your child will enjoy unlimited laser
tag, mini-bowling, mini-golf, indoor go-
kart, and the augmented reality climbing

wall. A pizza buffet served between
2-4am is also included. RSVPs for
this event are needed no later than

Tuesday, October 15th. Please sign
up in the church foyer on Sunday, or
email the church office at ad-

min@batesvillechristianchurch.org.

New Men’s
D-Group

Bill Maxwell is reviving a bible
study/fellowship group for men that
used to meet weekly at Amack’s
Well. All those interested in joining
this group are invited to attend the
kick-off meeting on Wednesday,
October 9th at 6pm in the basement
classroom at BCC.

Questions? Contact Bill Maxwell at
williammaxwell@frontier.com or
812-593-8720 .


mailto:admin@batesvillechristianchurch.org
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Scholarship Drive

The first of our international mission
trips will be to India in Fall 2020 to
serve Lakeview Bible College & Semi-
nary in Chennai, India. As announced
in last month’s newsletter, an oppor-
tunity to contribute to a scholarship
fund for Lakeview Bible College would
be available and now, we have more
details on that opportunity.

India has a population of 1.3 billion
people and only 2% of the population
identifies as Christian. India does not
allow Christian missionaries. There-
fore, if the people of India are to hear
the gospel, it must come through their
Indian co-workers and neighbors. This
is why the mission of Lakeview Bible
College is so critical — it is preparing a
new generation of Christian leaders in
India. Thus, Lakeview students need

Mission Trip 2020:
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your help and support in gaining a
Christian education.

Lakeview Bible College & Seminary
offers several certificate, undergradu-
ate, and graduate degree programs,
including: Certificate of Ministry, Di-
ploma in Christian Ministry, Bachelor
of Theology, Bachelor of Ministry,
Master’s of Divinity, Master’s of Minis-
try, and Post-Graduate Diploma in
Christian Studies. Students serve in
churches and communities during the
school year and work in mission in-
ternships during summers.

Informational Meeting

If you are interested in joining either of
our upcoming mission trips, then
please join us for our first information-
al meeting on Sunday, October 27th
at 12:30pm in the downstairs class-
room with the sink. This will be a
lunch-and-learn meeting, so plan on
bringing a bag lunch.

Our planned mission trips are:
(1) to Chennai, India in September
2020 to be of service at Lakeview

Bible College & Seminary, and

(1) To Haiti in March 2021 to be of

service to Haitian Christian Minis-

Donations to Lakeview Sponsor-A-
Student Fund contribute directly to
covering a student’s books, tuition, or
room and board. Donors will receive
photos of scholarship students, success
stories, and newsletters.

For more information, we will showing
a short video during Sunday services
and hosting a special information table
in the church foyer with Rob Johnston
of Lifespring Christian Church be-
tween services on Sunday, October
27th.

To grab a brochure about the Lakeview
Bible College Sponsor-A-Student Fund
prior to October 27th, please contact
Greg Fulkerson at
nclOatl0@gmail.com.

tries and Welcome Home Haiti
(see next page for more about this
mission and its work).

please contact Greg Fulkerson at
nclOatl0@gmail.com.
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Save the
Dates

Church in the Park

at Liberty Park Pavilion

Our annual church service and picnic
in the park begins at 10:30am.

Family Camp at Mahoning Valley Early
registration ends October 1st. For more
information and to register go here:
https://mahoningvalley.org/Family

Pastor Appreciation Day

Consider honoring the care, dedica-
tion, and hard work of our pastor and
ministers with thoughtful notes of ap-
preciation on this day.

Family Hay Ride at Mahoning Valley Chris-
tian Service Camp

Youths in grades 6-12 are invited, along
with their friends and family, to come
on a fall hayride at Mahoning Valley.
See page 5 for more information.

International Mission Trip Meeting

If you are interested in joining either of
our upcoming mission trips, then
please join us in the downstairs class-
room at 12:30pm. This will be a lunch-
and-learn meeting, so plan on bringing
a bag lunch.

Annual Congregational Meeting

This year’s congregational meeting to
discuss leadership positions, review
the 2020 budget, and overview 2019
expenditures and successes will be at
9:45am on Sunday, December 8, 2019.
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Mission of the Month

For 34 years, Haitian Christian Minis-
tries has been focused on transforming
Northern Haiti through the message of

Break in March 2021. During this
trip our group plans to build at least
one house for Welcome Home Haiti

as well as complete several projects
at the HCM school. This is an ideal
opportunity for our older teens and

Jesus Christ. Currently, there are 4
HCM church campuses — Difou, Haut-
Dehaine, Parious, and Pillatre — a school
for elementary through high school stu- young adults to experience their
dents, and a medical clinic. The school first overseas mission trip.
has over 1,400 students, and the medical -
L e

clinic sees hundreds of patients of all
ages each week.

Welcome Home Haiti is a sister ministry
of HCM that serves to build safe and
sanitary homes for the poorest families
in the Pillatre Christian Church. Fami-
lies are nominated and approved by a
Haitian board comprised of local church
leaders. To date, Welcome Home Haiti
has built over 75 houses.
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Fuel has been scarce in Haiti causing
delays in school openings and pro-
tests as people are desperate for
change. Please pray for the leaders of
Haiti that they know and follow
Jesus and bring stability. Pray for
provision, strength, and wisdom for
HCM leaders, staff, and brothers

and sisters.

HCM has been a long time beneficiary of

BCC mission funding, and is one of the
destinations for a planned BCC mission

trip during the Batesville Schools’ Spring

fb.com/haitianchristianministries/

Em. haitianhcm®@gmail.com
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Are you on our Email list?
Would you like to receive our weekly email or a

LEAD PASTOR

Bryce Hotchkiss digital copy of this newsletter? Email the
WORSHIP MINISTER church office and let us know at
Mark Bond admin@batesvillechristianchurch.org
CHILDREN’S DEACONS SEPTEMBER ATTENDANCE
DIRECTOR George Bley 1st 8th 15th 22nd 29th
R Darren Cole
dachel Bond Mike Daulton Total Attendance| 251 260 289 278 269
Paul Erhman Worship| 200 214 227 224 222
ELDERS Greg Fulkerson Children’s Ministry| 51 46 62 54 47
Chris Campbell G(jlregl\%l ‘,I”b
Vern Hackworth R 021 N]qun SEPTEMBER GIVING
Chris Lehman usse:t INUnring
Kip Main ~ DlerOda Month YTD BUDGET
Jack Schiller Bill Trebley (Treasurer) +45.043 +363.116 o6%
Richard Zeigler General ’ ’
Jeremy Ziegler Missions(10%) |  $7.949 $48,417 115%




